566                          MODERN    EXPLORATION
Freya Stark, who has many interesting journeys to her credit in
little-known parts of northern Iran (Persia), has carried out valuable
exploratory and archaeological work in the Hadhramaut, a great valley
a hundred miles long and almost as wide, lying between the Rub'al
Khali and the south coast of Arabia. In ancient times this region
was noted for its frankincense and myrrh, and the former commodity
is still exported thence. Old quarries found in the mountains are held
by scholars to be ancient gold diggings and may be the Biblical Ophir.
It is only during recent years that the Hadhramaut has been opened
up. The ruling families of this Arabian province live in huge castles
which, in their construction, resemble children's castles of toy bricks.
They are sometimes seven stories high and cover as much as an acre
of ground. They are built of mud bricks and generally whitewashed,
so mat the principal town, Shibam, has been likened to " a large round
cake with sugar on it."
IN THE HEART OF AUSTRALIA
ALTHOUGH Australia was first crossed by Robert O'Hara, Burke and
Wills so far back as 1861, much of its interior was still unknown
at the beginning of the present century. In 1908-1909, S. Weston
explored a large tract between Sturt's Creek and the mountains of
Central Australia, and reported that although there was a complete
absence of surface water, yet the country was covered with timber and
bush, afforded "excellent sustenance for the camel," and there was
plenty of good grass. Similarly, D. Mackay, in 1926, filled in a blank
that remained in the south-western corner of the map of the Northern
Territory. The country examined lay between Oodnadatta and the
Patermann Range.
IN   SEARCH  OF   MINERALS
Among the modern explorers of the interior of Australia, Michael
Terry ranks high. Over a period of eleven years (1923-1934) he led no
less than twelve expeditions, mainly in search of mineral deposits, but
incidentally making accurate maps. On his first expedition he crossed,
with a single companion, from Winton, in Queensland, to Broome,
in Western Australia, in an old Ford car. It proved an adventurous
journey of 2,700 miles, much of it through unexplored territory.
Negotiating the roadless bush, the dried-up gullies, creeks and river beds
proved an arduous task.
In his subsequent expeditions Terry used motor transport of various
kinds; cbr&binations of trucks and camel parties and, for exploration in
sand-dune country, camel strings alone. As a result, a reconnaissance
suirvey of a huge area bounded by the deserted gold-field of Tanami on
the north, by Alice Springs on the east, and by Lake Amadeus on
the south, has been accomplished.
Terry discovered that many of the blacks are definitely hostile to